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new and magnificent ciudad universitaria, the 'University City'
of Madrid, built according to the latest scientific and archi-
tectural principles, and drove me all round the University
City in his little Ford car, so that I got a fairly complete idea^
of the glorious layout which, with its clinics, lecture halls,
and laboratories, and with its own stadium, had cost several
hundred million pesetas,
Two and three years later, this knowledge was very helpful
to me in studying the newspapers, for in the Spanish civil
war the University City became the key position in the defence
of Madrid by the Republican forces, while fate accorded
the courteous professor the key position in the defence of
Republican Spain. Sefior Juan Negrin, M.D., became, and
remained until Franco's victory, Prime Minister and Minister
for National Defence of the Spanish Republic.
A hero is a man who has just a little more courage than
is good for him.
A gambler is a man who has just a little more courage than
a hero.
A hero seldom dies in bed. A gambler seldom dies in his
own bed.
My next business trip" took me once more to Italy, and in
Milan I met Luigi Pirandello. That gifted man had waited
until late in life for the success which he so richly deserved,
and which came to him in official form in the Nobel Prize
for Literature, and in human form in the pleasure with which
hundreds upon thousands of people listened to his plays*
His Six Characters in Search of an Author had been a basically
new contribution to modern drama. As an old man, he was
spare of figure, and his intellectual face beneath the grey
hair was adorned by a grey moustache and a little pointed
beard d la Henri Qyatre> while his eyes had the expression
of the thinker who looks not at things but beyond them,
H0t unlike the expression of seafaring people whose eyes
are accustomed in the physical sense to long distances.